
Movie:  Hidden Figures 100 points  Due Monday 10/9  11:59 PM 
This movie tells the story of three African-American women working at NASA (National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration) when John Glenn was launched into orbit around the earth in the early 
1960’s.  Katherine Johnson was a mathematician, Dorothy Vaughn a supervisor of women working on a 
computer, and Mary Jackson, an engineer. 
 

Questions:    Email answers to srbarbara@trentoncatholic.org   Due 10/9 
1.  What two forms of prejudice did all three women face? (10 points) 

 
2.  The symbol of Coffee (10 points) 
a. What was the significance of the coffee, when Katherine first started work as a 
mathematician?  
b. How did the coffee in the last scene of the movie reflect a major change? 

 
3.  The Bathroom (10 points) 
a. Where did Katherine have to go to use the bathroom?   Why? 
b. Did the people with whom she worked realize the hardship she experienced? 
c. Why and how did this situation change? 
d. What was the greater significance of the bathroom? 

 
4.  How did Katherine overcome both prejudices?  (10 points) 
 
5.    Rising up to the ranks of management (10 points) 
a. What type of work did Dorothy’s unit do? 
b. Who acted as supervisor of her unit?  At the beginning of the movie, did she receive the 
recognition and pay that her work deserved?  Why or why not?  (at least two reasons) 
c. Why did this situation change? 
6.   Becoming an Engineer (10 points) 

a. Why did Mary need further education?  Where did she need to get it? 
b. What two prejudices formed an obstacle to her getting that education? 
c. How did she overcome the obstacles? 

7.   Lessons to be Learned  (20 points) 
All three women overcame the professional obstacles they faced.  Describe why you think they 
were able to overcome these obstacles.  What personal qualities did they possess that helped 
them overcome the obstacles?  What abilities did they have that promoted changed?  What 
lessons can you take to heart and follow, if you ever face similar prejudices/obstacles? 
 

8.  In the beginning, God created male and female.  “In the divine image He created them.” 

Genesis 1.  Relate this Scripture passage to the lessons of this movie.  (20 points) 
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